YXn (1) amd (3 e) dlaall Ligilally Aalay) astal) Alades _ Asalal) cilaally isall (ughls dasls dlas

Tartous University Journal for Research and Scientific Studies -Economic and Legal Sciences Series Vol. (10) No. (1) 2026

Ay (b o) CLariul | ghaiy adlgh Aulilas Ay
YoYY—Y.o.¥ gl A

* 3laad) aaaf O gald | gical)
(YY1 V[V S mpE—YaYe NV YY elal) Al

0 uedle O

daaball daeh ) A b At oal¥) cVlaanl oSl skl sty day ) i) Casa
Pain¥) 5eUS aali Mol Sl A0l churill aas sy Yo YY=Y ) 0 55l DA (Ashaally cdage )
Gl meil Ll code) (Al b)) Abteall e oml¥) A8 ) dasdl ol e
o8 (A Gl paud o dsbeasll Aflany) clpSisdly deenll dnedl) dudlud)l @lily aladialy Sl
O g e Al Ally aleaiBY) Cag Il Lehanys (L i sanll) Al cNgatl)

sadl DA djge & el mb¥) Plaud 5 8 ola 8 jan e Gl &l cais
Glndl) dxiadl ye b L el aa del) 3l ALG) LIS dalual) Sl GG Cus (Y YY=Y 0
i)l et oo eaxl) 138 aas My L ladll DLW 815 e daiidl oY) Gued 2 AT Lea o(AS5 5l
el e alae¥) salijs g yall Aol das A jaiaay s pali o3 Lee (BB aiiy (o)l dgal)
dgmadally Ldhyaall sl gl (il cGaliall ilaas o sl el cadl ) cidial Gl
sy clpies luday Toat yand) pusil) davss Lyl WS BLS (Laaidl e 3lgally Lalall didaaills)
Lgrall by soanty A1 GeY) jdge HlE S5 Al s3a (aSlie odala oA (e Slad Lisel) 3))sall
Lol o3l Al e sl
Al ebally zosal A3l ALE ye ol el ALE ol ool Y Laial dialide Cilals
bl Ay

ailly SIS Galaial cdaayly slan) and caLai@Y) 3 o y5€a cctual *
)




YXn (1) amd (Y +) dlaal Ligilally AalaBy) astal) Alade _ Asalal) cilaally isall (ughls dasls dlas

Tartous University Journal for Research and Scientific Studies -Economic and Legal Sciences Series Vol. (10) No. (1) 2026

An Analytical Study of the Status and Evolution of Land Use in
Syria during the Period 2002-2022

Dr. Khaldon Ahmad Haddad*
(Received 27/11/2025.Accepted 7/1/2026)

0ABSTRACT o

The research aimed to monitor and analyze the quantitative evolution of major
land use categories in Syria (agricultural, forest, rangeland, and urban) during the
period 2010-2022. It sought to assess the extent of structural changes that led to a
decline in efficiency of exploitation and the conversion of productive land into the
category of unutilized land (fallow and abandoned). The study adopted the
Descriptive Analytical Method, utilizing official time-series data and descriptive
statistical indicators to interpret the variation in these structural transformations
(decline or stability) and link them to the economic and environmental conditions
experienced by the country.

The research findings revealed a severe structural deterioration in the
efficiency of agricultural land utilization in Syria during the 2010-2022 period. The
stability of the total arable area was accompanied by a doubling of the percentage of
unutilized land (fallow and abandoned), effectively taking one-fifth of the productive
land out of actual exploitation. This deterioration resulted from the destruction of
irrigation infrastructure and energy shortages, which led to a sharp and sustained
decline in the share of irrigated agriculture and an increased reliance on volatile
rainfed agriculture. Rainfed farming proved severely exposed to drought challenges.
In contrast, natural and geographical indicators (such as forest cover and non-
productive resources) showed high structural stability, while urban expansion
registered slow and haphazard growth. Rangeland resources continued to suffer from
marginal, cumulative degradation. These results confirm the worsening food security
index and attribute it to the impact of external pressures on the Syrian agricultural
system.

Keywords: Land Use, Arable Land, Non-Arable Land, Rangelands, Forestry, Analytical
Study.
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