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Colonial ambitions in the African continent during the
nineteenth century. The bases of Aden, Obock, and
nerve on the Red Sea coast are an example.

Dr.Mhanna Al_mohammad *

(Received 14/4 [2025. 17 [7/2025)
oABSTRACTD

The Red Sea is located at the junction of the three continents of the Old World and
enjoys a unique position as a connecting link between the eastern seas (the Gulf of Aden,
the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean, and the Arabian Gulf) and the western seas (the
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean). Throughout the ages, it has played an active
role in linking the surrounding countries, serving as a route for navigation among them and
a means of facilitating trade exchange.

Due to this importance, colonial powers (Britain, France, and Italy) sought to
stimulate and reinforce colonial movements aimed at exploiting the political, economic,
and human resources of the local populations. They established their bases—Aden, Obock,
Assab—along the Red Sea coasts and at strategically significant points. This was merely a
prelude to penetrating deeper into the African continent and exploiting its resources, with
the ultimate goal of controlling global trade between East and West
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